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Aleksandar Mikić *January 9, 1974 in Pančevo – † September 5, 2021 in 
Novi Sad)

BSc (1998)
MSc (2008)
PhD (2014) in Genetics and Breeding, University of Novi Sad, Faculty of
Agriculture, Serbia

Worked as Research Associate and legume breeder at the
Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops in Novi Sad (2000-2018)

Fields of interests: conventional and molecular genetics, breeding, 
agronomy, agroecology, crop history – including also archaeobotany, 
linguistics, plant biology, history and much more ……

Co-authored more than 350 journal papers, over 10 book chapters and one
book

Author of more than 30 legume cultivars, mainly of forage crops
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European legume research and production organizations

1980-90´ and on

Petr Smýkal, Department of Botany, Palacky University, Olomouc, Czechia



Europe balancing with legumes production – and agriculture

policies at 80 - 90´

GRAIN LEGUMES No. 50 – February 2008



Grain Legumes Technology Transfer Platform (GL-TTP) was a not-for-
profit organisation that bridges the gap between research and industry 
to increase the production and quality of grain legumes worldwide. GL-
TTP was initiated in 2005 by the EU FP6 Grain Legumes Integrated 
Project (GLIP) to ensure the exploitation of the project outputs by the 
grain legume industry. Having a foot in both the research and industry 
worlds, GL-TTP is in an ideal position to identify the specific needs and 
constraints of grain legume breeders and channel the latest research 
results and technologies through an accelerated pipeline to the grain 
legume industry. 
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GLIP project was a large multinational project (61 
partners) striving to develop new strategies to enhance 
the use of grain legumes crops in food and animal feed. 
Grain legumes such as peas, chickpeas, beans and lupins 
have a significant role to play in European agriculture 
because of their value as an important source of 
vegetable protein for human and animal alike and their 
beneficial impact on the environment. However, the 
inclusion of legumes in the European cropping systems is 
still rather low in regard to their beneficial functions 
towards sustainable and multifunctional agroecosystems.

http://www.eugrainlegumes.org/


Grain Legumes Technology Transfer Platform (GL-TTP) was initiated
in 2005 by the EU Grain Legumes Integrated Project (GLIP) to ensure
the exploitation of the project outputs by the grain legume industry.
GL-TTP has been created to facilitate collaborative efforts for carrying
out scientific surveys and making value of technology for the
purposes of applied legume crop breeding. It aimed to facilitate and
expedite the genetic improvement of grain legume varieties to suit
the needs expressed by the grain legume producers and end-users.
However upon GLIP termination in 2008 it was difficult to maintain it
viable.

Grain Legumes. January 2009, No. 51
Mikic´, Aleksandar
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It has been proposed
to either fuse together 

or establish novel 
broader society

Novi Sad, 2008



Antalya 2010 (last ) 7th AEP conference

and the birthplace of the Legume Society

His view of a Society as a promising new 
chapter in the legume research and 
transfer to industry, linking together the 
research on all legumes worldwide, from 
grain and forage legumes, 
pharmaceutical and ornamental ones and 
from the Old World to the Americas, 
benefitting the whole mankind and its 
needs
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Dire Straits and Pink Floyd – his favourites

„ Legumes for nothing, chickpea for free… „
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Editorial work

Grain Legumes
( 1993 – 2011)
4 issues/year

Legume Perspectives
(since 2013 – on)
2- 4 issues/year



Passion for legumes – Legume Society

European Association for Grain Legume Research (AEP)
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Skills to identify the interesting topics …. O´ Vavilovians ☺



Aleksandar as scientist:  Interest in intercropping
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Aleksandar´s masterpiece - INTERCONNECTING - people

at VIR St.Petersburg 2009 at Novi Sad 2010



Aleksandar´s
talent 

for languages

and 
history
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Aleksandar´s
scientific
record

but there is
far more !



• Overture
• Adagio
• Pas de deux
• Andante
• Alegro
• Coda
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Aleksandar and Archaeology
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Aleksandar´s papers combining all approaches
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Footbal „ an amalgam of science 

and fun „☺

geneticists, omicists and breeders all those dealing with 
abiotic and biotic and any 
other kind of stresses

groecologists, agronomists, 
agroeconomists…

all those dealing with food and feed quality, 
nutrition and health benefits
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ILS3 Football Cup 2019



Aleksandar´s
passion for

Asterix and 
Obelix
more that 130 officially published in 
different languages. He cherished the 
diversity of languages of our 
civilization. He wanted to contribute 
to the preservation of rare languages 
that are nearly extinct by means of 
translating Astérix comics into them. 
If there was no translation for a 
certain language, he asked his friends 
and acquittances to translate a short 
4-page episode it in their mother 
tongue or he translated himself. 
These include local dialects, slang, 
artificial and reconstructed proto-
languages, …. beyond 200 !!!!
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Aleksandar as artist
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scientist, writer, historian and artist 

and nice person and friend among all !
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Legumes semper viva!
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Contributors

Sanja Mikic´

Lana Zoric´

Branko Ćupina

Noel Ellis

Carlota vaz Patto

and many other legume friends ☺
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